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GEOGRAPHICAL EDUCATION. 583

ancient languages although he had not opened a Greek or Latin book
since he left school. Yet few seem impressed with the ludicrousness and
ineptitude of intrusting the teaching of geography to one who has never
concerned himself with the subject since he learned a little topography at
school.

It is in the hands of the educational authorities to remedy these
matters for the coming generation of teachers. For those who have
lacked the opportunities in the past, Saturday courses and Summer
courses might well be subsidised by School Boards and County Councils.
In the schools themselves much might be done, and is being done in
a few cases, to help the teacher and the teaching of geography, by giving
to the upper classes University extension and other courses of lectures
by geographical specialists.
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C R E T E .

THE position of this island, which has of late drawn the attention of
Europe, not for the first time, is too well known to require descrip-
tion. Bounded north and south by deep seas, it is connected on the west
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584 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

with Cerigotto, and on the east with Kasos, by channels only 430
fathoms deep, and thus forms a link in the chain of islands bounding the
.iEgean sea on the south, and connecting the south of Greece with Asia
Minor. In form it is very elongated, being 160 miles long by six
to forty miles in breadth.

This form is due to the mountains which run through the whole
length of the island, and expand into three considerable masses—in the
centre Mount Ida, now called Psilorites (yty-rfkov opog), the White
Mountains in the west, and Dicte or Silia at the eastern extremity. The
White Mountains ("A<r7rpa Bowo) rise, like Mount Ida, to between 7000
and 8000 feet above sea-level; in average height they are superior to the
latter, though their culminating points are probably lower. They owe
their name either to the snow which clothes their summits, or to their white
limestone cliffs. Their slopes are very abrupt, and access to the villages
is often only to be gained by following the beds of torrents, and when
these are full of water the villages are quite cut off from communication
with the country below. Mount Ida, situated in the centre of the island,
where it is broadest, presents a lofty, isolated summit 8060 feet high,
almost always capped with snow, and, with its massive buttresses, makes
an imposing appearance.

Almost the whole surface of the island is occupied by the mountains
and their spurs, between which the towns and villages on the coast are
enclosed, and thus isolated from one another. There is only one plain
of any extent—that of Messara, to the south of Mount Ida. This is
the granary of the island, and it is watered by the Hieropotamo, which
always contains water even in summer. Small level tracts lie up among
the mountains, and verdant valleys nestle in the slopes of Mount Ida.

In ancient times nearly the whole surface of the island was covered
with dense forests. Of these nothing is left, and almost the only trees are
those cultivated for the sake of their fruits and other products. But all
these are found in a wild state in one part or other of the island. Chestnuts
are to be seen in the extreme west; evergreen oaks and cypress are con-
fined to the high valleys of the White Mountains; the oak that yields
valonia grows in the province of Eetimo, west of Mount Ida; the Dicte
mountains contain the pinaster and carob; and a grove of dates exists in
the south-east. In many parts the ground is brilliant with flowers of
varied colours.

No bears or wolves are found in Crete, and their absence is accounted
for among the Cretans by a tradition that all large animals of prey were
banished by St. Paul. The Cretan ibex still exists in diminished numbers;
it is a peculiar species only found elsewhere in Antimelos and in Skopelos
and Jura, near Mount Pelion. Small game is also scarce.

Before the dawn of history, Crete was inhabited, and, moreover, by
a people considerably advanced in the arts of civilisation. Situated
between Europe, Asia, and Africa, it was a commercial emporium in very
ancient times, as it was in the Middle Ages and still later centuries, and
through Crete the learning and arts of the Egyptians were communicated
to Greece and Etruria. Of whatever race the earliest inhabitants may
have been—Greeks or other Pelasgian tribes—it is certain that Doric
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CRETE. 585

colonies were founded in Crete at a very early period. Herodotus says
that Barbarians possessed the island before Minos took possession of
it. At any rate, Homer mentions that Crete, l/eaTo/wroXi? as he styles
it, sent eight vessels, under Idomeneus, to the Trojan war, and even at the
present day some traces of the old Doric may be distinguished in the
Cretan dialect. Indeed, until the insurrection of 1866 the Sphakiotes, a
remnant of the old race, had preserved their independence and purity of
blood in the White Mountains, which are often named after them.

The Cretans first submitted to a foreign yoke in B.C. 67, when their
ports being a resort of Isaurian pirates, they were subdued by Quintus
Metellus, who received the title of Creticus. For about twelve and a
half centuries Crete formed part of the Roman Empire, except from 823
to 961 A.D., when it was in the hands of the Arabs. Retaken in the
latter year by Nicephorus Phocas, it was finally lost to the Byzantine
Emperors in 1204, when Constantinople was taken by the Crusaders, and
in the division of territory which followed, Crete fell to the share of
Venice. I t again changed masters in 1668; after a long and obstinate
defence, Venice was obliged to cede it to the Turks. Since then it has
always remained in Turkish hands, though the Cretans have made many
attempts to shake off their oppressive yoke. After the Greek war of
independence Crete was assigned by the Allied Powers to Mehemet AH,
Viceroy of Egypt, but was restored to Turkey in 1841. A rebellion
broke out in 1866, after which a constitution was granted, and another
in 1878, during the Russo-Turkish war, in consequence of which it was
decreed that the governor should always be a Christian.

What renders the dissensions in Crete more deplorable is that they
are due not to differences of race but only of religion. The Mohamme-
dans of the island are not Turks but Greeks, whose forefathers adopted
the religion of their rulers to avoid persecution or obtain material advan-
tages. And perhaps partly in consequence of the bitterness that exists
between the adherents of the rival creeds, parliamentary government,
however restricted, proved impracticable. Another insurrection broke
out in 1889, and from that time until 1894 Crete was governed despoti-
cally by Mohammedan pashas. In that year, under pressure from the
European Powers, the Turkish Government again appointed a Christian
governor, whose entrance on office was the signal for fresh dissensions,
which culminated in the late insurrection.

All the nations who successively held possession of Crete have left
traces of their rule in some form or other, without, however, modifying
perceptibly the type of the original Greek inhabitants. For the Romans
held the island as a naval port to maintain the tranquillity of the
eastern Mediterranean, as a halting-place between Rome and the East, or
between Constantinople and Africa, while the Venetians valued it only
as a commercial emporium, and therefore were little concerned about the
interior of the island and its inhabitants. On the southern side are the
ruins of Gortyna; not far from Khanea is the site of another ancient
Greek city, Cydonia, while Megalocastron was the port of Cnossus. The
name Candia, by which Megalocastron as well as the whole island was till
recently known in this country, was introduced by the Venetians, though
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§86 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE.

it is not of Italian origin. During the Arab occupation the town was
fortified and surrounded by a moat (khandaJc), and hence the Venetian
name. Both this town and Khanea are still surrounded by thick walls
built by the Venetians, and the Lion of St. Mark still surmounts the sea
gate of Khanea.

The frequent disturbances which have occurred under Turkish govern-
ment have naturally had a disastrous effect on the prosperity of the people
and on their industries. Crete is no longer the populous place it appears
to have been in ancient times. It contains a population of only some
295,000, of whom about 100,000 are Mohammedans, over an area of
3000 square miles. The density of nearly 100 per square mile is, however,
greater than in most other provinces of the Turkish Empire. But with
its fertile soil the island could support a much larger population. In
the insurrections not only have a considerable number of lives been lost,
but many families have been reduced to beggary, and fields, orchards,
and vineyards have been devastated. Consequently the production and
trade of Crete are small. Cotton, tobacco, and other crops are. much
neglected by the peasants. The vines, which in Venetian times yielded
the famous Malmsey, still produce good wine, and the oranges are in
great repute, and are exported in large quantities. The land is often
owned by the cultivators, but when a property is large, the mitayer system
generally prevails, the tenant paying half the produce.

GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES.

By T H E ACTING EDITOR.

EUROPE.

The Climate of Edinburgh in 1895.—In March Mr. K. C. Mossman read before
the Eoyal Physical Society a report of his observations during last year, which
appears, with tables, in the Society's Proceedings. The monthly values were
compared with averages for periods ranging from 25 to 132 years. When the
accumulated mass of meteorological data have been reduced, means for over 100
years will be available for most of the elements, but the work cannot be completed
for some time.

Considerable divergences from the normal occurred in the year under considera-
tion. The great frost beginning in January attained its greatest severity in
February, the mean temperature of the first three weeks being 28'2°. The
absolute minimum was 11'9° on the 8th, the lowest reading in February since
1823, while the average temperature of the month was 31-2*, being 7'8° below the
fifty years' mean. Since 1764 only two colder Februarys have been experienced,
that of 1838 with a mean of 29-8°, and of 1855 with 30-6°. From December 29th,
1894, to March 13th, 1895, the maximum temperature was only 46'3°. The latter
month was the dullest for seven years, and owing to the large amount of cloud the
temperature by day was l-0° above the normal, while the nights were 1'8° warmer
than usual. Influenza was very prevalent during the month, and many children
fell victims to measles. July was marked by some days of very low temperature
and heavy rains, T63 inches falling on the 26th, and an average of an inch per
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